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Refugees and Asylum Seekers: our Dilemma

Sister Aileen Crowe FMM was the guest speaker
4G GKA&a &SFNRA& CNIyOAa
many years of her ministry supporting Refugees. Her
address was topical and relevant as the Australian
community comes to terms with the arrival of boats
with people seeking asylum from places such as Sri
Lanka and Afghanistan.

Aileen drew upon a rich source of material to
firstly present a historical picture of arrival of boats since
the time of settlement both European and Aboriginal.
The journeys were sometime difficult and dangerous. In
the last century the white Australia policy influenced our
responses and attitudes. Despite this refugees were
settled in Australia from Jewish and Polish backgrounds
in the early part of last century and at the time Hitler
was in power.

The questions we try to come to terms with
today is whether those seeking asylum should be
processed in Australia or in another country. Added to
this is the length of time people should remain in
detention.

Keeping people in detention for long periods of
time is not only costly but is very detrimental to their
health and well-being. Sr Aileen pointed to studies that
showed very severe mental health problems were
emerging in detention centres such as Darwin and
Villawood. Children were self-harming, adolescents were
observed as having severe depression and parents losing
the capacity to care for their children. But there is also
the high financial cost. It now costs nearly 800 million
dollars a year up from 147 million two years ago to keep
people in detention.

It has been recommended by those who have
completed studies and research into the health of

asylum seekers, that after a period of initial detention
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released into the community and have their claim
processed, and for removal if that claim fails. There is
also a strong economic argument as it now costs 1500
dollars a day to keep a detainee. Processing people in
the community would also avert future health costs
inflicted by the present system.

On the broader issue of regional co-operation
with neighbouring governments the Refugee Council of
Australia suggests our government should engage in
development assistance, government to government
andinco-2 LISNJ GA2y @6AGK bDhQ&
of developing a regional framework to protect people
from fleeing persecution.
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broader historical perspective of people arriving at
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uninvited and with an understanding as to how
immigrants and refugees positively contribute to
challenging our society to remain flexible, further policy
changes are not only possible but imperative. There is
broad support now for people seeking protection to be
treated equally. This should take place in the community
where processing is possible and the detention regime
should be abandoned immediately, if not sooner.

The full text of the address with references is
available via e-mail or post.

One of the boats carrying asylum seekers from
SriLanka heading towards Christmas Island

Br Donald Campbell SSF
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Sister Constance and her Companions: Virtue reborn

Sermon preached by Br Jamé&sdrew SSF at First Order Chapter.

When | arrived in New York last Thursday, | saw the
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brown. This brought to mind
the story of Us Airways flight
1549.

For those who may
not be familiar with this story,
on 15 January 2009, US Air
flight 1549 struck a flock of
geese as it took off from
LaGuardia airport and
suffered engine failure. The
pilot, Chelsey Sullenberger III,
was able to glide the plane to
a safe water landing in the
middle of the city, on this very river.

Tom Wright discusses this event in one of his recent
books, Virtue Reborrfreleased in the USA as After You Believe,
why Christian character mattérs think his reflection is useful
for us here, as we consider this feast day and what it has to
say to us.

When flight 1549 struck the flock of birds and
suffered engine failure, it was still only 2 minutes in to its
flight. Captain Sullenburger made a rapid assessment and
realized the aircraft did not have sufficient speed or altitude
to make it safely to the nearest airfield. He would need to land
on the river. In the 2 or 3 minutes of flight time, captain
Sullenberger and his crew needed to shut down the engines,
adjust the right forward speed to prevent stalling, keep the
nose down, disengage the autopilot, turn the aircraft towards
the river in the right direction, prepare for a water landing and
glide the plane onto the water, remembering to lift the nose
just at the right moment.

The fact that he and his crew were able to do this is
testimony to Captain Sdzf f Sy 6 SNASNID &
profession, many years of experience and training, so that
when crisis occurred, the correct action was second nature.
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deposits in this bank of experience: education and training.
And on January 15 the balance was sufficient so that | could
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Wright names this as power of acquired habits, or
what the ancients would call virtue. Wright continues on to
develop this further and | commend his work to you.

But how does this relate to our story of Sr Constance
and her companions?

The sisters of St Mary, now known as the community
of St Mary, were the first Anglican religious community in the
USA. They were founded in 1865 and the first mother house
was also along the Hudson river, about half way from here to
town in a settlement called Peekskill. They have a Benedictine
life, dedicated to a life of prayer and contemplation.

In 1872 sisters were invited to Memphis, Tennessee
on the banks of the Mississippi, to run a school. Sister

Constance was appointed superior of that house and
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the school in 1874.

In August 1878 a particularly virulent strain of yellow
fever struck the city. Nowadays we know that yellow fever is
due to a mosquito borne flavivirus, endemic in certain African
primates but also affecting humans, and introduced to the
new world, probably through the slave trade.

Back then the cause of the illness was unknown, and
then, like now, there was very little one could do once
afflicted, except keep the patient comfortable and wait for it
to pass.

The city was thrown into panic, and 30000 of the
50000 people fled the city. Of the 19000 left, mostly poor,
most fell ill with the virus.

Sr Constance and her sisters took it on themselves to
nurse the ailing ¢ often abandoned by family of living in
squalor with dead family all around them.

It took courage and conviction for the sisters to
remain in the city (in fact, 2 of them had been on their way to
summer holidays and had turned back when they heard of the
disaster).

But this was no impulsive or spontaneous act of
bravery. As captain Sullenberger was trained to fly an A320,
these sisters were formed by the Gospel, by corporate prayer,
and by sharing in the self giving love which Jesus offers to us
in the Eucharist.
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This is of course the same call heard by each of the
martyrs of New Guinea, by Paul Jones in Utah, by prudence
Crandall in Connecticut, by all the saints of God through all the
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prayer, by practice of smaller or larger works of mercy, by
nurturing courage, temperance, prudence and the practice of
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Constance, Sr Frances, Sr Thecla, Sr Ruth fell ill and died.
Charles Parsons and Louis Schuyler, diocesan clergy who
$tagpet] to assist also died, along with 12 Roman Catholic nuns,
9 Roman Catholic priests, 8 Protestant clergy, and many other
lay folk, whose names are not recorded, but who answered
the call of those who suffered.

As we gather around the altar, we stand in fellowship
with Constance and her companiona

May we like those who have gone before us, be
nurtured by the body and blood of Christ, invigorated,
strengthened and renewed to follow Jesus.

May we too be prepared by listening to the word, by
prayer, by works of mercy, by nurturing courage, temperance,
prudence and the practice of justice in the light of the Gospel.
Loving God, make us ready for the moments You call us to
extraordinary things for the sake of the kingdom. Amen.
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Visit of the Brothers from Taize

Brother Ghislain and Mathew from the Taize
Community in France stayed at the Friary in Brisbane during
their recent visit to South East Queensland. The visit was
arranged through Queensland Churches Together and co-
ordinated by Brother Nathan-James SSF.
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College, Forest Lake. They spent time with most the school

Deputy Principal of the school filed this report of the
programme at the school,

oBrother Matthew and Brother Ghislain, supported
by Brother Nathan James, won hearts and minds when they
GAAAGSR {40 W2KyQa
College took the opportunity to centre their day round
worship with all students from Year 5 to Year 12 involved in
a2YS gtre Ay GKS RIFI&Qa @Araai

In the morning, the College gathered to hear the
Brothers speak and answer questions about their lives and the
story of their community. This was further brought to life in a
short film of the young visitors who come to Taizé on
pilgrimage and their reflections on the experience of worship,
friendship and community they are offered.

The Brothers then spent time with the College
musicians in a workshop building their understanding of music
as prayer and preparing them to support other students in the
afternoon worship.

It was a privilege to hear the Brothers speak of their
life at Taizé and to have them lead us in worship.€
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After the visit to the school the Brothers spent an
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community and conducted a music workshop. The Principalof S@Sy Ay 3a G {G [dz1 SQ&a t I NRa
the School, Mrs Sue Bain was delighted with the programme @2 NJ aK2LJa a4 {4 {{GSLKSyQa
and said it had a positive impact on the students and staff.
The school is planning a school trip to France next year and Over 100 people attended the workshops and
looks forward to the opportunity of visiting the Taize evening liturgy from differing church congregations.
Community and participating in their liturgies.
A Night at the Opera
‘ "F L L e were staged by the Queensland Conservatorium Opera school
' with performance taking place in the acoustically beautiful
\ Conservatorium Theatre, South Bank, Brisbane. A capacity
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It was a pleasure to be present in the audience for
the debut performance of harpist, Brother Bart SSF who, as a
member of the Conservatorium Opera Orchestra,
distinguished himself with very sensitive and beautifully
oLt yOSR G2y Sz Ay -ad aperd Siandi
Schicchi.In fact the orchestra, directed by Maestro Michael
Morgan was in excellent form; it was a joy to hear students at
the Queensland Conservatorium Griffith University achieving
the elegant musical standards appropriate to the solo and
accompanying performance integral to the Puccini double bill
Suor Angéica and Gianni SchicchiThese two one-act operas

audience enthusiastically applauded both presentations which
were markedly contrasted in mood and content. The tragic
Suor Angelica, so effectively scored by Puccini,
communicated a depth of emotional experience while Gianni
Schicchi,a most enjoyable and amusing piece had the
audience laughing whole-heartedly at moments which could
be described as farcical.

There were outstanding performances vocally, in
particular Rebecca Cassidy, in fine voice, delivered a moving
presentation of Sour Angelica while Monigque Latemore, taking
the role of Lauretta in Gianni Schicchwas delightful.

The director, Anna Sweeny, is to be congratulated
on the polished performances we enjoyed. Her work was
complemented by the design produced by Christopher Smith
while Lighting Designer, Andrew Meadows, produced lighting
effects which were fundamental to the success of the work. |
do want to add that members of the Chorus, coached by
Nodrd Kaxsghie Qvare o@tsyadding.

Thank-you very much to the Queensland
Conservatorium Griffith University in association with QPAC
and Opera Queensland for the opportunity to see this double-
bill so successfully presented during its 11" to 17" September,
2011 season.

Betty Beath
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First Order Chapter in New York

From left, Br Stephen, Br Clark, Br James Andrew, Br Alfred,
Br Christopher John.

Father Jim Puglisi, minister general of the Society of the Atonement
with Br James-Paul SSF of the American Province

Vale Brother Colin Wilfred SSF

It was with considerable sadness that we learnt of
the death of Brother Colin Wilfred in early August. | was able
to visit Colin when | was in the UK in June this year. He was
having a good day and was getting around without oxygen. He
spoke of his lung disability and hoped he would have at least
another two years of life. He was looking forward to the
Chapter at Hilfield. We spoke about our lives and hopes.

Colin was the Provincial of the ANZ province nearly
ten years ago. This was at a crucial and important time of our
history. It was a time of change. A time when we looked to the
future and the challenges that lay ahead. The Chapter in 2002
was a pivotal turning point where we set out our vision and
plans for the future.

Colin played such an important part in guiding us
through this sometimes difficult task.

Colin was a leader. He was forthright and was able to
think laterally and creatively and with wisdom. These gifts we
too often undervalue in SSF as they can be confronting and
disturbing. We prefer passive leaders. That was not Colin.

Colin was a liturgist. | am told this role in creating a
liturgical space at the last Lambeth Conference was greatly
appreciated. His revision of our Daily Office Book has left us
with a valuable and rich resource.

Colin was a gifted teacher,preacher, spiritual guide
and retreat conductor. Colin | mourn your death. | give thanks
for your life. Rest in peace.

Br Donald Campbell SSF
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